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Dear Stan and John, 
SILVER SURFER #4 was another great issue. However, | felt 
that John's artwork slipped a little as compared to past issues. 
Perhaps it could have been because of the inking, which was good, 
though. The story, “The Good, the Bad, and the Uncanny” was 
excellent, but Loki was used for too much while Thor was left out 
to a large degree. The Silver Surfer in Asgard was astounding! 
John illustrated the scenes beautifully, and he drew all the charac- 
ters with authority. | hope that the Surfer will confront Galactus 
again soon. If and when they do meet, have the Surfer get his 
freedom to roam the galaxies once more. This would give you a 
vast new field for some stories with a different turn of events. 
Only the Silver Surfer has the power and excitement — and 
already you have taken this important asset away from him. | 
hope you will change this soon, because the Surfer without being 
able to roam the endless spaceways is like Spider-Man without 
his spider-powers. Well, | hope you get the message. Also, Howard 
Purcell has brought new heights of glory to the "Tales of the 
Watcher“ 
with their strange and surprising endings. | hope you will continue 
to turn out such fine literary and artistic achievements that are 
hailed so highly by all Marvelites. Bill Labrie, Box 246 
Athabasca, Alberta, Canada 
So do we, Bill, so do we. We think you're in a minority in your 
opinion about the inking of Surfy’s sagas, though — ‘cause per- 
sonally, we feel that Big, John's little sibling is the most! What 
says Marveldom Assembled? 


Dear Stan and Jack, 
One thing really bugs me about the Watcher. You portray him as 
a noble entity, yet twice has he broken his eternal promise (#48 
through #50, апа #72). So, like a true Marvelite, | have come 
forth to salvage, not slaughter, you. Who is to say whether a bit of 
interference” can be termed as interference or much needed 
guidance? Admittedly, homme doesn't look like much right 
now, but with the Watcher's subtle guidance, who can say that 
man won't illuminate the universe with greatness instead of 
mushroom clouds? It's a little improbable right now, but it is 
possible and that’s what makes it interesting. Touche. 


Todd Buchts, 113 Hiawatha Trail | 
| mail on our space-surfing friend. But, we hereby promise not to 


Liverpool, N.Y. 13088 
Merci, Monsieur Buchts . . . or, since you claim we've turned the 


series, and the Watcher stories are always interesting | 


Dear Stan and John, 
SILVER SURFER #4 was sensational! The story was groovy and 
the artwork was spectacular! John is truly one of your best 
artists. Another thing | liked about this ish was Sal Buscema's 
inking. IL was great. Have Sal do John's inking instead of Joe 
Sinnott. When | saw the title of SS #4, | almost went hysterical. 
“Тһе Good, the Bad, and the Uncanny”— | expected to see Clint 
Eastwood chewin’ on his stogie somewhere. What are you going 
to call the next ish? “For a Fistful of Earthlings”? 
Brian Hoard, 2356 N. Nelson St. 
Arlington, Va. 22207 


Nope! Actually, we're gonna call the next ish “Hang ‘Em Loose!” 
“Nuff said? 


Dear Stan and John, 

Enough of this silence! | have supressed my desire to write quite 
long enough. Last week | bought the December issue of the 
SILVER SURFER. My emotions are impossible to express, but | 
shall endeavor to do so. To say that | wish to speak on the behalf 


| of the Silver Surfer would be a difficult task. This man embodies 


wondrous Watcher into an Indian giver of promises, perhaps we | 


should say “Mercy!” 


and personifies everything a man could hope or strive for, Just as 
modern man becomes discouraged at the many obstacles he is 
confronted with, likewise, Norrin Radd as the Silver Surfer has 
many confrontations taxing his physical and mental strength, but 
his resolve and determination sustain him,an example many could 
follow. The expressions etched on Norrin’s countenance as he 
fights to surpass his obstacles are those of an “Everyman”. Even 
now, | am overwhelmed with this small and yet monumental task 
of describing and defining him. May Marveldom have a long and 
prosperous life! Rochell Porter, 457 Ash М.Е. 
Albuquerque, М.М. 87106 


And we definitely will, Rochell, if the Шип’ letters we've been 
getting on our first few issues of SILVER SURFER are any indica- 
tion! To tell the truth, we just noticed that virtually all of the 
missives on this page consist of praise — whether qualified or 
unqualified. And, honestly, it's not because the letters page is 
rigged — but because we received almost nothing but laudatory 


rest on our laurels — but to strive harder and ever harder to make 
each and every ish a literary landmark to remember! As Surfy's 
buddy Thor would put it —*So be it!” 


KNOW YE THESE, THE HALLOWED RANKS OF MARVELDOM: 


(REAL FRANTIC ONE)—A BUYER OF AT LEAST 3 
MARVEL MAGS A MONTH 


ዚቶ.0. 
1.1.8. 
(.N.S. 


(TITANIC TRUE BELIEVER)—A DIVINELY-INSPIRED 
'NO-PRIZE' WINNER. 


(QUITE 'NUFF SAYER)—A FORTUNATE FRANTIC 
ONE WHO'S HAD A LETTER PRINTED. 


(KEEPER OF THE FLAME)—ONE WHO RECRUITS A 
NEWCOMER TO MARVEL'S ROLLICKIN' RANKS 


P M M (PERMANENT MARVELITE MAXIMUS)—ANYONE 
„М. IM. POSSESSING ALL FOUR OF THE OTHER TITLES. 


F F (FEARLESS FRONT FACER)—AN HONORARY TITLE 
۰8 ۰8 ء‎ BESTOWED FOR DEVOTION TO MARVEL ABOVE 
AND BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY. 


Dear Stan and John, 

Though SILVER SURFER #3 was an extraordinarily good 
piece of comic book literature, | soon discovered a major 
flaw in the plot. The Silver Surfer, according to you, hos 
been traveling in space for a millenium. How, then, do you 
account for the fact that Mephisto, through no use of time 
travel, brought Shalla-Bal to Earth in our present time when, 
by all laws of reason, she should have died eons ago? 5IL- 
VER SURFER is a very good comic but you made a major 
boo-boo in that you “blew your cool” by making him “blow 
his cool”. When you first introduced the Silver Surfer he 
was completely unique, due to the fact that he had next 
to no emotional response to any situation and acted purely 
on intellect. He was, you might say, inhumanly cool, calm, 
and dry. A silver-plated Mr. Spock, Now he is an emotional, 
moody, lovesick, impulsive melodrama. Bring back the al- 
most frightening combination of Thor, Odin, and Mr. Spock 
he once was and junk the soap opera. ‘Nuff said. 

Daniel Preston, РММ, 407 Hamline St. 
Grand Forks, North Dakota 58201 
Not quite, Dan. For once, we'd like to plead guilty to 
sacrificing the ultra-cool element of his personality in 
favor of a personality which offered more dramatic 
ossibilities. However, we still feel it can be seen as 
asically consistent with the modus operandi of the 
“old” surfer: The way we view it, when Galactus 
transformed Norrin Radd into our silvery sky-rider, he 
also began a process of dehumenization . . . which had 
almost completely taken over the Surfer when his en- 
counter with the წ, F. and the blind Alicia re-awakened 
within him the emotions we know as human! And now, 
until someone punctures a hole in that carefully-con- 
sidered theory... . Excelsior! 


Dear Stan and John, 

1 am writing this letter with two thoughts in mind. First, | would 
like to thank you for creating perhaps the most subtle and intrigu- 
ing character on the markets today. | am certain that you spend 
more time in creating the spirit and being which is the Silver 


Surfer than you do on any other of your different characters. 


Second, | would like to ask you to continue writing thusly. 
Through the Silver Surfer you are conveying to the public many 
invaluable criticisms. For instance, | have noticed that in the past 
issues, you have been highly critical of the “mob”, or the common 
crowd. Such criticism is given for a reason, and | hope that you 
never stop trying to prove these reasons in the future. Otherwise, 
you will ruin the Silver Surfer — or any of your other characters 
for that matter. Tim Barretto, 61 Avon Dr. 
Nashua, N.H. 03060 
Isn't there any middle road, Tim? Like, couldn't poor ol' eye- 
strainin’ Stan just зарег off off a little? (Just kiddin’, frantic one — 
you're right as rain when you conjecture about the time that 
Smiley and Big John Buscema put in on everybody's favorite ho- 
daddy, and they intend to keep on pouring their all into each and 
every ish!) 


8 OTHER: 


Dear Stan and John, 
Stan, you‘re a great writer when it comes to characterization and 
dialogue, but when it comes to science fiction — forget it! The 
Silver Surfer and Galactus are classic examples of this. Let's look 
at Surfy first. In FF #55, the Surfer, after hitting the Thing 
several times (with no effect, natch) and hurling a few tons of 
debris off himself, says that he is weary. Come on now! All the 
old guy has to do is drain the “energy of the infinite” and he's 
up and feeling fine. In FF ##72, all the Silver Surfer had to do 
assuming that he couldn't outdistance the missile, (which | find 
unlikely) to save himself was create а wall behind him that would 
smash the thing to bits. However, you have handled Galactus even 
worse. Good gosh! Hasn't the old boy ever heard of matter-to- 
energy conversion? Matter-anti-matter? Heat given off by suns 
in dead solar systems? All these could give him enough energy to 
live happily ever after. Or is he just plain stupid? By the way, in 
55 #1, Surfy says, '' . . . he whose race was old.. . Don't tell 
me that there are more like him running around loose! On the 
other hand, his race might have died off, or fused themselves into 
Gally (what else can you call him for short?). 

V.O. Speights 

Nineveh, Texas 75854 
You're right, V.O. — “Galacty” doesn't save much space, does it? 
With regards to your question, however, IL seems to us that the 
Silver Surfer lost most of his matter-to-energy (and vice versa) 
powers some time back. Anybody out there want torefresh Mr. 
Speights’ memory? Or do we haveta go rummagin' thru the attic 
again? Hooo-boy! 


Dear Stan and John, 
“The Good, the Bad, and the Uncanny” was not only the best 
Silver Surfer story | have read so far, it was also the best — and | 
mean the best —THOR story ever. The script was terrific, and 
the art surpassed the script! The setting was what made it good. 
Asgard looked like what the Northmen thought it looked like. 
The great feast, the huge banquet hall — this hall must have been 
in the palace of Valhalla for only the banquet hall of Valhalla 
could hold such a feast of warriors! And the inhabitants talked 
like the gods and slain warriors talked like they should. Buscema, 
in my eyes, is the best artist for THOR! Have Kirby take over the 
Silver Surfer — for all you Kirby fans out there! 

Eddie Bobb, 1320 N.W. 191 St. 

Miami, Fla. 33169 


Maybe we'll have to try switching our two titanically talented artists 
around for an ish sometime, Eddie, just to see how each of them 
handles a strip that has been done by the other. For now, though, 
we don't believe in kicking a winner — let alone two winners. 
Okay, buddy? 


ШЕМЕН 
URGERS 


